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Wish You Were Here 
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Learning Outcomes[image: Old cartoon style front cover of a visitor guide to Margate in white capital text with red text underneath of Cliftonville, Westbrook, Birchington and Westgate on Sea. Image of a beach with the tide in, chalk cliffs,  people sat/laid on the beach and buildings]
After taking part in this activity children will understand the popularity of seaside postcards in the past and what a broad range of designs were available. They will also have learned and applied their own design skills.ART


Holiday postcardsDESIGN 
A 
POSTCARD

Postcards are a distinctive type of written correspondence, designed to be posted without an envelope. The first postcard was sent to a writer in Fulham, London in 1840. In 1894 the Royal Mail allowed British publishers to make and distribute picture postcards through the post. They quickly became popular souvenirs, especially at seaside resorts like Margate, Ramsgate and Broadstairs. People tend to write postcards in a writing style called Postcardese, with short, snappy sentences and often changing subject with each sentence, an early form of Twitter or texting?!

Before the visit
Introduce children to the varieties of seaside postcards using the examples in Wish You Were Here, Resource 6 and 7. Discuss what views and images are used and what design they would like to use for their own card.

During the visit
Children take photographs or make drawings to be used in their postcard design. Get children to think about what makes the place special and encourage them to create images that reflect this. What images would they want their friends and family to see of this place?
[image: Cartoon images associated with Thanet's heritage. Left to right - chalk cliffs, pebbles on beach with turnstone, wooden bathing machine, Turner Contemporary building, Charles Dickens, Droit House building Ship, ice cream, shell lady, North Foreland Lighthouse, smugglers, ship, bucket and spade, Ramsgate harbour arches and boat ] PAGE 1 of 2
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After the visit[image: Photograph of a boy sat a computer screen looking at the camera. Two other boys sat at computers behind him]
Children select the images they think work best and use their selected template to create their own seaside postcard by cutting out images and pasting them onto the template. It is recommended that the templates are photocopied twice original size to make this easier.

Alternatively, children could design their own templates for postcards using familiar seaside objects such as buckets and spades, beach balls, kites, boats, rock pool creatures, seagulls etc.

You will need
Digital camera(s) and/or drawing materials.

Resources
Resource 6: Wish You Were Here, Historic Postcards. Resource 7: Wish You Were Here, Blank Postcards.
Resource 8: The Big Colouring-In Resource Contemporary seaside postcards could also be useful.
[image: Cartoon images associated with Thanet's heritage. Left to right - chalk cliffs, pebbles on beach with turnstone, wooden bathing machine, Turner Contemporary building, Charles Dickens, Droit House building Ship, ice cream, shell lady, North Foreland Lighthouse, smugglers, ship, bucket and spade, Ramsgate harbour arches and boat ]2 of 2
14
14

image3.jpg




image5.png




image1.jpg
MARCATE
v \ & | ' L =

"/;_u) $ v“h/d\\. ‘
¥ | ) LE‘L&\_EWJ \_\t Vo W I
GLIFTONWVILLE
W ES TB RO
BIRCHINGTON 331

WESTGATE oNSER





image7.png




image11.png




image12.png




image8.png




image4.png




image2.jpg




image9.png




image6.png




image10.png




